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Kudos
I stole copied some of this information 
from others

• Portions of this presentation come 
from presentations created by W3RAR, 
WY3P, and WB2SMK
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POTA History
In the beginning…
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ARRL created National Parks On The Air 

(NPOTA)

• 1 year long special event

• Limited to US National Parks

Some of the participants in NPOTA have 

become leaders / creators of POTA!

• Ongoing 

• Expanded to include designated State and 

Federal Parks, as well as certain National 

Historic sites and wildlife management 

areas. 

• POTA is now international!



2 Roles
The Hunters and the Hunted
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•Activators – Operators at a 
park

•Hunters – Operators 
searching for Activators 
(Can be Activators as well)



Hunting
Hunt in your pajamas
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• The easiest way to get involved.  
Just make contacts.

• Go to https://pota.app and click on 
“Spots” to view all current 
activations

https://pota.app/


FT-8 & 
Gridtracker

Grid tracking?  Sounds 
like Big Brother
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• Gridtracker now shows 
POTA spots on the map



Before Activating a Park
Take a bath

• Visit https://ParksOnTheAir.com and review the Rules, FAQ, and Guidelines

• Getting Started videos are available there as well.
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https://parksontheair.com/


Activating a Park
More popular than DX

• Register on the Pota.app website

• Pick a park to activate

• Go to the park with your rig.  Reference a checklist so you don’t forget anything, 
make sure batteries are charged and you have all necessary cables.

• Find a location and safely setup your station and antenna.

• Spot yourself on the Pota.app website if you can, if not, call CQ POTA and ask a 
hunter to do it for you.

• Start making contacts!  CQ POTA

• Record your contacts either by paper or electronic

• When finished, review your log, check for errors, then log onto the Pota.app website 
and upload your log
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Safety 
Moment

Don’t dress up as a 
deer or a bear
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• When working Wildlife 
Management Areas be aware 
of hunting season



Be 
Courteous

Get Off My Lawn!
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• Avoid common use 
frequencies, SSTV, 
QRP/DX calling 
frequencies, AM, 
established nets



Collect
Awards

Yay, another certificate 
to put on the wall
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Keeping 
Track

When contacting Haiti 
is easier than Alaska 
or Hawaii
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Repeat 
Offender 
and other 
awards
After 3 strikes am I 
banned from the park?
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Operating

• Be aware of your surroundings

• Be comfortable

• Bring drinks/refreshments

• Bug Repellant

• Safety Kit

• Necessary Tools



My Rig
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QSO Map

• HamRS (Switch to QRZ)

• QSOMap.org
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Evolve III
Meastro Laptop

• Is it fast?  No

• Is it fast enough? Yes

• Logging

• FT8

• $60 through Microcenter
Still there as of 11/3/2022

• Comes with Win10, Not Win11 
compatible

• 12 VOLTS!!!



Have Fun!
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THANK YOU!
Paul Reedy

KA5PMV
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